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RESPONSE AND AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§1.111 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents ^ &f\/fcr\ 

Washington, DC 20231 7 " * 
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^ UF 360 0 

This Response is submitted under 37 C.F.R. §§1.1 1 1 in response to the March 6, 2002 
Office Action. A Petition For Extension of Time to extend the time for response for three 
months until September 6, 2002,. and fees to cover the Petition and added claims accompany this 
Response. Please enter the following amendments. 

In the Specification: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on line 15 of page 5 with the following: 


Framework 12 preferably comprises a variety of additional features to simplify 
manufacture and to increase the utility of the liftgate system 10. For example, side plates 
14 may comprise formed steps 51, pump bracket 52 for mounting pump 54 to power 
hydraulic cylinder 38, dock bumpers 56 and vehicle light brackets 58. Generally, these 
features are integral with the framework 12 but they can also be separate members that 
are suitably attached to the frame. Also preferably, lift frame tube 22 is configured to 
function as an underride guard to minimize injury in the event of a rear end collision. 
Integrating underride protection into the existing liftgate system removes the need for an 

additional, dedicated horizontal member. 
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